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Composer’s note

Hal!, according to Chamber’s dictionary can mean ‘surprise, joy, exultation, dismay, enquiry,
scepticism, encouragement, hesitation, and when repeated, laughter’. In this case, you might
want to imagine that the players have finally managed to put together some kind of tricky
puzzle.

Performance notes
‘Ha!’ is for strings, minimum 332 2 1.

At the start and end of the piece, the notation may not be entirely clear. All players except the
second violins shout ‘Ha!” while playing a snhap pizzicato on a G. The second violins do the
shout, but not the snap pizz.

‘Ha’ is pronounced as in English ‘hat’, without the ‘t’. It should be quite explosive, but not over-
loud; as if catching someone out.

In bb 310- the cello & bass are asked to sing along with what they are playing. Sing in a natural
way, not operatic, in any comfortable octave. If you can’t hit the pitch straight off with your voice,
find the note on the instrument first and then ease the voice in.

There are some very simple pairs of notes which | have marked div; if it feels more natural to
take these as double stops, then fine.

Duration 12'30

J Simon van der Walt
17/8/98 (revised 16/12/01, revised 5/07/23)

This score is released under http://imsip.org/wiki/IMSLP:Performance_Restricted_Attribution_Non-commercial_No_Derivatives_1.0 which is similar to and based
upon http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/ with additional restrictions concerning public performance, broadcasting and/or recording. In plain English:
please feel free to copy and distribute this score in any way you like, including photocopying, as long as my name and this copyright statement remains on it. Please do
not perform, broadcast or record the work commercially without my permission: these rights are reserved, but may be waived in perpetuity in return for a small
consideration.
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